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Principal’s Piece  
Just as I was getting used to writing the year 2015 it changes! Can you believe it is 2016? Ringing in the 
New Year always reminds me of a few simple truths like “time flies,” once time passes we can never get it 
back, and we truly live on borrowed time. Knowing these things I would ask, what are you planning to do 
with your time this year? As a Leader In Me school we have been learning about the 7 habits of highly 
effective people. I am optimistic that 2016 will be a year of implementing and perfecting these habits here 
at the school for both staff and students. If you don’t know and live these habits, I challenge you to set a 
New Year’s goal to learn them with your child before the month of January is over and then spend the 
remainder of the year implementing a perfecting them in your own life.   

Just a few reminders… First, parent teacher conferences will be happening February 4th and 5th and the 
online scheduling for the conferences will open Wednesday, January 20th. Next, it would be beneficial for 
you to visit our school’s website and read or re-read the After-School Student Pick-up Policy and the 
district’s Student Dress Code Policy. Please take a minute to read these policies. By doing so you will be 
proactive and help to alleviates difficult situations for yourself, your student and school employees. 

Happy New Year to you and your family! It is my hope that you are blessed in all you do this year. 

Sincerely, 

 
John Anderson, Principal 

 

Wednesday, January 13: 

• DIBELS Testing 

Friday, January 15: 

• RC Awards 

Monday, January 18: 

• Human Rights Day (NO SCHOOL) 

 January 20th & 21st: 

• Donuts with DOGS 

Tuesday, January 26: 

• Maturation Program, 5th Grade, 1-3 PM 

 

Thursday, January 28: 

• School Community Council (4-5 PM) 

February 4-5: 

• Parent Teacher Conferences 

 

 

If you are interested in helping as a PTA 
board member, please let us know! We 
are beginning to form our board for next 
year. Being involved in PTA is a great 
way to get to know other parents and 
students and make decisions for our 
school. Some of our positions can be 
done from home and we only meet once 
a month during the school year.  



       
       
       
       
   

From the PTA: 
Happy New Year! It’s time to set some new goals 
and begin anew to become the best we can be. It is 
good for our children to have personal goals and to 
see that as parents we are working to become better 
as well. Family Goals can also help unite our efforts 
and strengthen our communities. 
 

It takes courage to face those goals and embrace the 
changes can and will appear in our lives as we press 
forward. Courage doesn’t just mean that we are 
willing to slay dragons to protect our families. 
Sometimes facing “the dragons” may mean making a 
stand for good, becoming a better leader or just 
being a better friend or family member. “Sometimes 
the things we may face are worse than dragons.” 
(Janene Brady, Standin’ Tall Courage) It’s hard to be 
courageous, but in the end we can develop our true 
selves and find even more courage to face tougher 
challenges that will come later in life. Please help 
each of our students develop that courage! 
 
Kelly Olsen, PTA President 

 

 

The Donuts with DOGS is going to be on January 20 
and 21 from 8:00- 8:30.  3-5 on Wednesday, January 

20 and K-2 on Thursday, January 21.  If you have 
children in multiple grades, you can come on either 

morning.  Come grab a donut and milk.  Then head to 
the library to read a book together.  We will be 

signing up for Watch DOGS, too! Watch for more 
information to come home. 

Parents Empowered Mural 

In October, we posted a mural provided by the Parents 
Empowered organization that asked, "What do you know 
about alcohol?" We encouraged each of the students to 
sign their name or write a response to the question. It 
was an opportunity to briefly discuss the effects of 
alcohol with the students. Parents Empowered has found 
that parent disapproval is the #1 reason that children 
choose not to use drugs or alcohol.  As a PTA Board, we 
encourage you have open conversations regarding 
substance use and abuse to help our children understand 
the impact of its use in their lives.  
 
3rd Graders 
 
"You can die from it." 
"It can make you do 
dumb things." 
"It's bad." 
"It can make you sick 
and kill you." 
"It's bad. It makes you 
go crazy." 
"It's really bad for you." 
"It's horrid." 
"It's bad for you, never 
try it." 
"It's a drink and causes 
cancer." 

 
 

4th Graders 
 
"Do not drink it." 
"It can cause disease." 
"It tastes gross." 
"Do not drink." 
"It's bad for your heart." 
"You lose brain cells." 
 
5th Graders 
 
"Could kill you." 
"You could get cancer." 
"It's the #1 killer for 
teenagers." 
"Can get you in jail." 
"It makes it hard to see." 
"It makes you ugly." 
"It makes you do dumb 
things." 
 

  
 

Recently, using some of the money 
that comes from all of the Labels for 
Education submitted to Birch Creek we 
were able to acquire a 5 gallon water 
cooler, new basketball chain nets, 
tether-ball ropes, watercolor paints and 
new traffic signs for the cones. 

 
Thank for your taking the time to clip 
and submit each of these labels. It is a 
small thing that provides great benefits 
for our children! 
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